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COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, DC. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Under 37 CFR §§ 1.56 and 1.97-98 



SIR: 



Pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR §§ 1.56 and 1.97-98, enclosed herewith is modified 
form PTO-1449 listing references for consideration by the ExanMner. Enclosed is a copy of each 
listed reference that may be material to the examination of this application, and for which there 
may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a 
representation regarding the completeness of the list of references, or that inclusion of a reference 
in this list is an admission that it is prior art or is pertinent to this application, or that a search has 
been made, or as an admission that the information listed is, or maybe considered to be, material 
to patentability, or that no other material information exists, and shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 

13 within three months of the filing date of the application, or date of entry 
into the national stage of an international application, or before the mailing 
date of a first office action on the merits, whichever event last occurred; 
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□ before the mailing of a first official action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR § 1.1 14; 

□ after three months of the filing date of this national application or the date 
of entry of the national stage in an international application, or after the 
maiUng date of the first official action on the merits, whichever event last 
occurred, but before the mailing date of the first to occur of either: (1) a 
final action under 37 CFR §L1 13; or (2) an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution in the application, and: 

□ attached hereto is the fee set forth under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p) for 
submission of this Information Disclosure Statement imder 37 
CFR.§ 1.97(c); OR 

□ Applicant certifies pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .97(e) that: 

□ each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication 
firom a foreign patent office in a coimterpart foreign 
appUcation not more than three months prior to the filing of 
this Statement; OR 

□ no item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication fi'om a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
and, to the knowledge of the person signing this 
certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in this Statement was known to any 
individual designated under 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Statement; 

□ before the payment of the issue fee but after the mailing date of the first to 
occur of either: (1) a final action xmder 37 CFR § 1.1 13; or (2) an action 
that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and: 

□ Applicant certifies pursuant to 37 CFR. § 1 .97(e) that: 

□ each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication fi'om a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this Statement; 
or 

□ no item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a 
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foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
and, to the knowledge of the person signing this 
certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in this Statement was known to any 
individual designated under 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Statement; AND 
□ attached hereto is the fee set forth under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p) for 

submission of this Information Disclosure Statement under 37 

CFR.§ 1.97(c); OR 

□ after the payment of the issue fee. Applicant request that the information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement be placed in the file 
according to 37 CFR § 1.97(i), although the information may not be 
considered by the USPTO. 

□ This application relies, imder 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date of prior 
application No. [APPLICATION NUMBER], filed on [FILING DATE], and the 
references cited therein are hereby referenced, but are not required to be provided 
in this application under 37 CFR § 1.98(d). 

□ Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was 
cited in a conmiunication from a foreign patent office in a coimterpart application, 
and the communication was not received by any individual designated in 37 CFR 
§ 1.56(c) more than thirty days prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 CFR § 1 J04(d). 

^ Applicant submits that no fee is required for the consideration of this Information 

Disclosure Statement. 
Consideration of the listed references and favorable action are solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALBERT K. CHIN ET AL. 

Dated: lll^^^lo^ By: ^ 

Albert C. Smith, Reg. No.: 20,355 
Fenwick & West LLP 
Two Palo Alto Square 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 
Tel.: (650) 858-7296 
Fax.: (650) 494-1417 
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12/23/97 
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07/02/96 
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05/20/97 
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213 


03/24/95 




F 


5.593,422 


01/14/97 


Muijs Van de Moer et al. 


606 


213 


01/06/95 
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5,496,332 


03/05/96 


Sierra et al. 


606 


139 


10/20/94 
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151 
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Gershony et al. 
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213 


05/25/93 
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606 


213 
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08/30/94 
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213 


08/27/92 
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07/19/94 


Weldon et al. 


604 


271 


06/16/92 
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06/29/93 


Kensey et al. 


606 


213 
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604 
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Kensey 
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Translation 
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EP 0 894 475 A1 


02/03/99 


Europe 


A61B 


17/00 


Yes 
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EP 0 544 485 A1 


06/02/93 


Europe 


A61B 


17/00 


Yes 
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EXAMINER: Initial if references considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and ro^ considered. ^ 
Include copy of this fonn with next communication to applicant. ^ rN> B ' 



80 1 2 1 /064 1 0/DCXrS/l 284409. 1 



